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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2018 
138 Main Street, Town Hall 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday January 9, 2018 at 5:30 pm in the 
Selectmen Chambers.   
 
 
Welcome & Call to Order 
With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the Board of Selectmen meeting to order at 5:30 pm 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; Catherine Harrison, Vice Chair; John Clemenzi, Clerk 
Also Present:  Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Attorney Bran Riley, Town Counsel, K P Law 
 
Public Information 
 Meeting Packet  
 The meeting was recorded with permission by HWCAM 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Freeman’s Garage, 34 Arbor Street  
Vote:    Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, the BOS enter into Executive Session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (1) To discuss the 
reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or 
dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  The individual to be discussed in such 
executive session shall be notified in writing by the public body at least 48 hours prior to the proposed executive session; provided, however, that 
notification may be waived upon written agreement of the parties.  And further  
Vote:  the BOS enter into Executive Session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (7) To comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or 
special law or federal grant-in-aid requirements, namely, M.G.L. Ch. 214, §1B and M.G.L. Ch. 6, §167 et seq. and implementing regulations 
and to include Attorney Brian Riley, KP Law, Police Chief Tom Perkins, Police Detective Shane Kavanagh; Edward Freeman, 34 & 36 Arbor 
Street / License Applicant and to return to open session 
 
The BOS returned to open session. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
o Fire Chief Bob Blanchard’s Retirement Reception to celebrate his 38 years of service to Wenham is Wednesday January 

17TH at the Danversport Yacht Club. Information to purchase tickets can be found on the Town’s web site. 
o Affordable Housing Trust Community Forum & Free Pancake Breakfast is Saturday January 20 at 9:30 to discuss the 

future of affordable housing in Wenham.  
o Wenham Connects COA Age Friendly Initiative Listening Session to build a more vibrant sense of community for older 

adults in Wenham on Wednesday January 24 from 10 – 11:30 am in Town Hall. 
o COA Director Jim Reynolds spoke on Wenham Connects outreach program, 
o Request for Wenham Photos of town buildings, open space, recreational areas or any scenic views in Wenham, past or 

present to be included in various town publications and on the website. Photos should be submitted to N. Roebuck by 
February 1. Additional information is on the town’s web site. 

 
The agenda was taken out of order 
 
Old Business  
 
Used Car License Renewals  
Freeman’s Garage – 34 Arbor Street, Edward Freeman 
 Checklist for Annual Renewal 
 Application for a License to Buy, Sell, Exchange or Assemble Second Hand Motor Vehicles or Parts thereof 
 Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) Acknowledgement Form 
 Proof of Automobile Liability Insurance & $25,000 Bond 
 Proof of Property Tax Payment  
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 Inspection Letter from Charles Brett, Building Inspector 
 Copy of 2017 License 

 
The BOS, along with Town Counsel, met with Mr. Freeman in executive session and expressed concerns observed by the 
town and neighbors, over the years, regarding his used car business.  There was a discussion with Mr. Freeman regarding 
changes to the license.   
 
Mr. Wilhelm opened the meeting for public comment on the application for a Used Car License for Mr. Freeman 
 
Denis Curran, 32 Arbor Street, stated that this is not the same business as was kept by Mr. Freeman senior, years ago when it 
was neatly kept; it is not that way today.  
Mr. Freeman was invited to comment but declined at this time. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded, to approve a Class II Used Car Dealer’s License to buy and sell second hand motor vehicles 
at 34 & 36 Arbor Street, restricted to operable Class D (cars) and Class M (Motorcycles) vehicles specifically, no Recreation Vehicles or Recreation 
Vehicle trailers. The hours of operation are limited to Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm. (effective immediately).  
As the sole proprietor, Mr. Freeman will provide the names of any employees or contractors to the Board of Selectmen through the Town 
Administrator.  Through May 15, 2018 (amended from July 1, 2018), there shall be no more than 25 (Class D and Class M) vehicles on the 
property with no more than 5 of those vehicles displayed on the front of the property.  Effective May 15, 2018 (amended from July 1, 2018), there 
will be no more than 20 (Class D and Class M) vehicles on the property with no more than 2 of those vehicles displayed on the front of the property.   
The police department will periodically inspect the properties of all Class II Used Car Dealer’s Licenses during the year for compliance to all local 
and state laws.  
Under discussion: 
Mr. Curran requested the Board consider changing the July 1 to be earlier in the spring, stating “it is a mess over there.” 
When asked to clarify mess, Mr. Curran said he was refereeing to trailers, junk, junk covered with tarps, scrap metal, and 
inoperable cars, for example.  stated mess refereeing to trailers, junk under tarps, in operable cars.  And asked the BOS impose 
a May 1 date. 
Mr. Freeman responded saying the July 1 is realistic to do work and advertise to reduce his inventory and that taking 3 vehicles 
off his front lawn is detrimental to his sales. 
 
John Fallon, 233 Main Street, Fallon’s Auto said although obviously, mistakes have been made but this is Ed’s livelihood. 
 
It was noted some of these issues like collecting of scrap metal and junk has been ongoing and is separate from the License. 
The town has worked in the past to help Mr. Freeman clean up his yard. 
The BOS was advised by Counsel that the local police can make inspection of all the license holders to insure the licensees are 
in compliance. 
The BOS discussed Mr. Curran’s request to change the date from July 1. 
Amendment: The Selectmen unanimously amended the motion that there be no more than 20 vehicles on the property and no more than 2 of those on 
the front lawn as of May 15th. 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Town Administrator -  update 
Age Friendly Community Initiative - This month, the Town is planning to take the first steps toward becoming an Age 
Friendly Community.  This initiative is based on a model developed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
Association of Retired Persons (AARP), and is designed to foster the exchange of experiences between residents and to pay 
increased attention to environmental, economic, and social factors that influence the health and well-being of older adults. The 
Wenham COA plans to complete and submit our application for this designation later this month, and will be conducting 
community outreach to get resident feedback in the coming months. 
In trying to build an inclusive model, we have termed this effort “Wenham Connects”, and we will be hosting our first 
listening session on January 24 here in Town Hall.  We also plan to disseminate a survey in the next few months and will hold 
additional public forums in the spring.  Ultimately, we will seek grant funding to assist in developing an action plan to 
determine how to best adapt and implement this concept to make a positive impact in Wenham by improving the quality of 
life for our older residents. 
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Fire-based EMS Program - We continue to experience delays in getting necessary billing approvals from Medicare, and have 
accordingly pushed back the start date of this one-year pilot program.  At this time, the Fire Department has completed all 
other preparations to commence providing basic life support ambulance service in-house. As soon as we secure this last 
approval, we will provide information to residents regarding the new start date. 
 
Barn Regulations - The Board of Health approved new barn sanitation regulations last month establishing standards for 
property maintenance and animal care as well as minimum setbacks of barns, structures, and animal waste.  Existing 
conditions are exempt from these regulations and new applicants can apply for variances through the Board of Health if 
necessary.  The regulations also establish fines for non-compliance. Effective April 1, 2018, these new regulations have been 
filed with MassDEP and are posted on the Town website.  All impacted residents were notified of these potential regulations 
during the review process and will receive a follow-up mailing later this month now that they have been finalized. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Open Annual Town Meeting Warrant – Vote 
 FY19 Wenham Budget Preparation and Town Meeting Schedule 1.5.18 
 FY19 Leadership Team Schedule, Budget Presentations to the Finance Committee 

Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, the BOS open the April 7, 2018 Annual Town Meeting Warrant. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Reserve Fund Transfers – Approved by the Finance Committee 
o $5,500 For Other Post Employee Benefit Actuarial Analysis  
o $6,350 for Tree Inventory 
 FY18 Reserve Fund Detail as of 12.20.17 
 $5,500 for Other Post Employment Benefit Actuarial Analysis 
 Standard General Contract for Professional Services – OBEB Actuarial and Consulting Services 
 $6,350 for Tree Inventory 
 Proposal from Bartlett Tree Company 
 MIIA Grant Statement – General Liability- Tree Risk Assessment  

 
Mr. Lombardi noted these are the first Reserve Fund Transfers of the year.  The Reserve Fund was reduced in FY18 to 
$125,000; these reserve transfers used 9% of the Reserve Fund.  Balance $113,150 
 
The Town applied for a $10,000 grant through MIIA for a tree survey and received a partial grant of $5,000.  The transfer of 
$6,350 is for the balance of the cost of the tree survey.  It was noted that the survey is for trees on major streets.   
 
Regarding the transfer for $5,500, the money is to pay for the actuarial audit that the state recently mandated by done every 2 
years, opposed to every three years.  Therefore, the audit was not budgeted for FY18. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Alternate - Dana Begin 
 Letter of Interest from D. Begin 
 Letter of Recommendation from the ZBA  
 ZBA Members and Terms as of January 5, 2018 

 
Mr. Wilhelm reviewed there are three members on the ZBA and up to three alternate members could appointed by the BOS.   
There is currently one alternate serving on the ZBA. 
Ms. Begin has applied for an alternate position on the ZBA.   
The ZBA met with, and is recommending, Ms. Begin as an alternate member. 
Mr. Wilhelm said he met with Ms. Begin and has no reservations.  Ms. Begins’ husband is currently on the Finance Committee 
and Ms. Begin has agreed, without reservation, to recuse herself should there be a conflict. 
Ms. Harrison concurred Ms. Begin would be a great alternate member. 
Mr. Clemenzi agreed with the appointing noting she has experience on board/ committees and is very professional. 
 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to appoint Dana Begin as Alternate Member of the ZBA for a term beginning January 9, 2018 
and ending June 30, 2019.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Town Administrator Performance 
 Memo Re Town Administrator Performance Evaluation Process from P. Lombardi 12.14.17 
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 Town Administrator Contract between the Town of Wenham and P. Lombardi 4.14.15 
 Wenham Town Administrator Evaluation Summary for P. Lombardi June 2017 

 
Mr. Wilhelm reviewed that the BOS went through a comprehensive evaluation of the Town Administrator performance 
noting the goals were fully accomplished.  
In following Mr. Lombardi’s contract, the BOS must indicate their interest in negotiating a new contract. 
The BOS expresses its continued satisfaction with Peter Lombardi’s performance as Town Administrator. 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to commence contract negotiations for a successor agreement which goes into effect July 1, 2018.  The 
motion carried unanimously 
 
 
MINUTES– Jt. BOS Audit Committee 6.17.16 
Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve the joint BOS and Audit Committee meeting of June 17, 2016 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Town Administrator Contract   
Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to enter into Executive Session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A δ 21 (2) to conduct strategy sessions in 
preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel or to conduct collective bargaining session or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel, 
specifically the Town Administrator and to adjourn directly from executive session.  The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
1.23.18 
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